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1.0 Introduction 

This report forms part of the statutory procedure for the preparation of the Local Authority own 
development proposals and is prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section 179(3)(b) of 
the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, thus enabling consideration of 
submissions/observations as part of the Part 8 planning process. 

The purpose of this Chief Executive’s report is primarily to provide an account of any 
submissions/observations that have been received as part of the consultation process on the 
proposed Doon Shore Outdoor Amenity Enhancement Scheme. The consultation process for this 
project commenced on 24th November 2020 and closed on 18th January 2021. Within this period no 
submissions were received.  

This report is prepared in accordance with Part XI, Section 179, Subsections 3(a) and 3(b) of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

The specified development as proposed, is for the enhancement of the Doon Shore area. Specific 
details of the proposed development works are set out in Section 2.0 below.  

Notice of the Proposed Development 

In accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 
amended), the following procedures were followed: 

Notice of the proposed development was published in the Roscommon Herald dated 24th November 
2020. Site notices were erected at two locations within the proposed development area. 
 
Plans and particulars of the proposed development were placed on public display on 24th November 
2020.  
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
and Article 82 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), plans and particulars 
of the proposed development were issued to the following: 
 
• The Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
• An Taisce 
• Fáilte Ireland 
• Waterways Ireland 
• Inland Fisheries Ireland 
 
Further consultation was undertaken within Roscommon County Council, with plans and particulars 
of the proposed development issued to the following:   
 
• Planning Department, Roscommon County Council 
• Boyle Municipal District, Roscommon County Council 
 
Submissions and/or observations regarding the proposed development were accepted up to and 
including 18th January 2021.  
 
 
 



2.0 Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development 
The proposed development provides for the provision of an Outdoor Amenity Enhancement Scheme 
at Doon Shore which includes:   
 

 Creation of defined parking spaces to accommodate cars, trailers and users with disability, 
and surface repairs to existing trafficked areas   

 Extension of the existing green space to provide a separation between vehicular traffic and 
pedestrians 

 Provision of a coloured pedestrian footway along the existing shoreline concrete structure 
 All other associated site and ancillary works 

3.0 Environmental Considerations  

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening report for this proposed project was carried out. 
The purpose of the report was to screen the proposed project to establish whether it requires 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and as a result if an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
(EIAR) should be prepared in respect of it. 

Having considered the nature, scale and location of the proposal, the characteristics and location of 
the proposed development, and having regard to the characteristics of potential impacts, it was 
considered that the proposed project was unlikely to give rise to significant environmental impacts.   

It should also be noted that a separate Appropriate Assessment Screening Report was undertaken for 
the proposed project. This concluded that there would be no negative impacts on the qualifying 
interests or species of any Natura 2000 site within a 15km radius of the proposed development.  

Both the Environmental Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment screening reports were 
included as part of the plans and particulars of the proposed development, and were placed on public 
display on 24th November 2020.  
 

4.0 Policy Context 

Project Ireland 2040 

Project Ireland 2040 is the overarching policy and planning framework for the social, economic and 
cultural development of Ireland. It includes both the 20-year National Planning Framework (NPF) and 
a detailed capital investment plan for the period 2018 to 2027, the National Development Plan (NDP) 
2018-2027. The NPF outlines the broader policy principles and priorities to plan, in a more strategic, 
sustainable and coordinated manner, for future population and economic growth over the next 20 
years. 

Ten strategic outcomes, referred to as ‘National Strategic Outcomes’ (NSOs) have been set out as part 
of Project Ireland 2040. NSO 7, which is of central consideration in the context of this current proposal, 
as set out in Project Ireland 2040, aims to enhance the level of amenities and heritage throughout our 
rural areas and it states. NSO 7 recognises the requirement for “investment in amenities in rural areas, 
such as national and forest parks, activity-based tourism and trails such as greenways, blueways and 
peatways. This is linked to and must integrate with our built, cultural and natural heritage, which has 
intrinsic value in defining the character of urban and rural areas and adding to their attractiveness and 
sense of place”.  



Arising from Project Ireland 2040, the Outdoor Recreation and Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) has been 
established in partnership between the Department of Rural & Community Development and Fáilte 
Ireland. This scheme provides funding for the development of new and existing outdoor recreational 
infrastructure in rural areas. 

Through ORIS, Roscommon County Council aim to enhance the amenity and recreational provision at 
Doon Shore. This fund also serves an important economic function, insofar as it provides recreational 
and activity tourism which supports the tourism and hospitality sector.  

This investment underpins NSO 7 of the National Planning Framework, which aims to harness the 
potential that exists throughout the cities, towns and villages of Ireland, insofar as it aims to enhance 
the amenity and tourism experience to Roscommon, which will in turn have a positive knock-on effect, 
both on the local community and on the overall economy of the area.  

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy  

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Northern & Western Regional Assembly 
provides a high-level development framework for the Northern and Western Region, aligned to the 
NPF. Having regard to the hierarchy of plans and the need for consistency within the plan framework, 
the proposal insofar as it accords with the NPF, also accords with the RSES. 

The RSES for the Northern & Western Regional Assembly aims to identify regional policies and 
coordinate initiatives that support the delivery and implementation of Project Ireland 2040 – National 
Planning Framework (NPF) and National Development Plan (NDP) at regional, county and local level.  

Legislative requirements are now in place to ensure regional policies align with national policies. This 
provides a solid foundation for consistency at all levels to deliver transformational change in shaping 
the path of our built and natural environment. 

The RSES recognises the significant role of amenity and landscape value in the north west and as such 
supports proposals to enhance the amenity, tourism and leisure offer of the region.  
 
Roscommon County Development Plan (Variation No’s. 1 & 2) 2014-2020  
 
The Roscommon County Development Plan 2014-2020 (and any subsequent variations to the Plan) 
sets out the strategic planning and sustainable development of the county over the six-year timeframe 
of the plan.  
 
The proposal, as set out above, has been prepared having regard to the requirement of Roscommon 
County Council to seek to advance developments which are considered to be consistent with the 
proper planning and sustainable development of County Roscommon.  
 
Having regard to the nature of the works proposed, the development as proposed is deemed to be 
consistent with the following policies and objectives of the current County Development Plan:  
 
Core Policy 2.1 - To take consideration of relevant European, National and Regional Guidelines and 
strategies at county level and to facilitate the sustainable development of Roscommon County and 
implement such considerations in the local context by means of planning policies and objectives.  
 
Policy 3.77 - Seeks to ensure that the facilitation of tourism and development related to tourism does 
not impact negatively on the landscape, environmental quality, built and natural heritage or otherwise 
result in the deterioration of the quality of the tourism product.  



Policy 8.33 - Supports the upgrading of recreational facilities to ensure maximum usability by a variety 
of groups and members of local communities. It states that facilities should be widely accessible and 
appropriately located where they can best meet the needs of all sections of the community that they 
are intended to serve.  
  
Having regard to the nature of the proposal, which aims to facilitate and improve access for a wider 
range of visitors to the Lough Key area, it is considered that the proposal is consistent with the policies 
and objectives as set out above. As such the proposal is deemed to be in accordance with the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area. 
 
The RCDP is currently under review and preparation of a new County Development Plan is ongoing.  
It is envisaged that tourism and outdoor recreational facilities like Doon Shore will be supported to 
develop their amenity provision, thus delivering on the overarching vision set out in both the NPF and 
RSES, which aim to enhance cultural and natural heritage for the benefit of communities and the 
tourism economy.  
 
Lough Key Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021  
 
The overarching aim of this Local Area Plan (LAP) is to set out a vison and provide a framework for the 
sustainable development of the Lough Key area and its surrounding rural environs, to ensure that any 
social, amenity and/or economic related development takes place in a coordinated, sensitive and 
orderly manner, thereby safeguarding both the natural environment in and around the Lough Key 
area.   
 
The policies and objectives of the Lough Key LAP are consistent with the strategic aims and objectives 
of the County Development Plan. The proposed enhancement of the outdoor amenity area at Doon 
Shore has been developed having due regard to the following overarching vision and development 
strategy, policies and objectives as set out in the current Lough Key LAP:  
 
Strategic Aim 1 - Promote economic development and employment through the further enhancement 
of a strong tourism base within the Plan area. Encourage and facilitate the development of the tourism 
industry through sustainable means, including the conservation, protection and enhancement of the 
built and natural heritage, the protection of sensitive landscapes, and the enhancement of cultural 
and community facilities in order to maximise the economic benefits arising from the tourism industry. 
 
Strategic Aim 2 - Enhance the quality of the natural and built environment and conserve the visual 
amenity of the LAP area. 
 
Strategic Aim 3 - Utilise the surrounding natural environment and natural resources, to the benefit of 
the area in a positive way. 
 
Policy 32 - Facilitate the provision of a range of social, recreational and community facilities to meet 
the needs of all of the residents within the Plan area. 
 
Policy 33 - Ensure that social inclusion is an integral part of the design and delivery of all the Council’s 
programmes and services, and ensure effectiveness and efficiency in its delivery. 
 
Policy 34 - Support the multi-functional use of social and community facilities, and provision of 
buildings and opportunities to maximise the use of existing physical resources/infrastructure within 
the LAP area. 
 



Policy 35 - Improve existing local authority recreation and amenity facilities in addition to providing 
new facilities, where appropriate, as funding and resources permit. 
 
Policy 36 - Facilitate the development of appropriate new private and public recreation, leisure and 
tourism infrastructure and facilities and ensure access for all groups of the community. 
 
Objective 1 -  Promote and facilitate a sustainable tourism industry in the Lough Key Plan area. 
 
Objective 2 - Protect the natural environment and scenic quality of the lands surrounding Lough Key 
by facilitating only those developments which satisfy specific development criteria. 
 
Objective 23 - Support the delivery of a full range of social and community facilities to meet the needs 
of residents in the Plan area. 
 
Objective 28 - Promote Lough Key as a key tourism resource of the county and engage with 
development and tourism bodies, including Fáilte Ireland to encourage the provision of further 
appropriate recreation and tourism infrastructure and tourist-oriented facilities in Lough Key Forest 
Park, Cootehall and Knockvicar. 
 
Objective 29 - Support the development of an Integrated Sustainable Regional Tourism Strategy in 
consultation with relevant statutory/non-statutory bodies and local authorities. 
 
Objective 30 - Implement, where finances permit, proposals to improve, maintain and establish new 
areas of amenity, tourism and recreation facilities. 
 
The proposal to develop an outdoor amenity enhancement facility to serve Doon Shore is consistent 
with the policies and objectives set out within the current Lough Key LAP. Accordingly, it is considered 
to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 
 

5.0 Referrals  

Prescribed Bodies  

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
and Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), referrals were issued 
to prescribed bodies as set out in Section 1.0 above. No referral responses were received in respect 
of this proposed Part 8 development.  

Internal Referrals  

An internal consultation response was received from the Planning Department of Roscommon County 
Council.  

The contents of this report have been duly considered as part of this Part 8 process. This report states 
that the proposed development is consistent with the policies and objectives of the Roscommon 
County Development Plan 2014 – 2020 as well as the Lough Key Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021, in 
relation to the provision of a sensitive redevelopment of the project area to provide a high quality 
amenity area.  



A detailed synopsis of the internal referral received, along with the Chief Executive’s response and 
recommendation to this referral is outlined below. A copy of the referral response received is provided 
in Appendix A. 

Chief Executive’s Response 

 
Internal Referral – Doon Shore Outdoor Amenity Enhancement Scheme 
Referral Ref. No. 1 
Referral Received 18/01/2021 
Referral From Tracy Davis, Planning Section, Roscommon County Council.      
Issues Raised and CE 
Response 

Report sets out the proposed development in the context of the relevant 
planning considerations as set out primarily in the County Development 
Plan and the associated Lough Key Local Plan (2015-2021).  
 
The relevant policies and objectives as set out in the aforementioned 
plans are provided, having regard to inter alia: sustainable tourism and 
recreational facilities.  
 
The report states that the development is complementary and ancillary 
to the uses which are already established through the amenity provision 
on site and accords the with the zoning objectives for the area. It also 
states that the proposal is complimentary to the strategic objective of 
the current Lough Key LAP, which “aims to promote economic 
development and employment through the further enhancement of a 
strong tourism base within the Plan area”.    
 
The report determines that the development will not be injurious to the 
amenities of the area and is consistent with the proper planning and 
development of the area.  
 
CE Response 
The response from Planning Section has been noted. All works proposed 
will be undertaken to ensure the amenity value of this area is protected 
and works are undertaken in accordance with proper planning and 
sustainable development.   
 

CE Recommendation No amendments to the scheme as presented in this report are 
recommended in response to this referral.  

 
 
6.0 Submissions  
No submissions in respect of the proposed development were received.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.0 Chief Executive’s Recommendation 

This project aims to develop the existing amenity facilities at Doon Shore, to create safer and more 
formalised parking spaces to cater for all needs. It will also extend existing green spaces to enhance 
the visitor experience and provide improved pedestrian areas along the shoreline.  

The primary motivation for this project is to improve and enhance this area, which is a valuable 
amenity and tourism resource adjoining Lough Key and the associated Lough Key Forest and Activity 
Park. The proposed works will enhance the visitor experience and significantly improve the amenity 
value of this area.  

This project will serve to increase the leisure and amenity profile within the Lough Key area, and in 
doing so, will help to strengthen the significant tourism potential of this region. The provision of a 
safe, accessible and amenable recreation area will serve as an incentive for tourists to visit this 
location, which will result in a positive impact on the overall social and economic development of the 
Lough Key area. 

I recommend that the development hereby presented in this report be proceeded with. 

 

 
 _____________________ 
Eugene Cummins     Date: 5th March 2021 
Chief Executive Officer 
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